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thanks to:
Sandra & Federica Colantoni
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I.S.S.D., International School 
for 

Scientific Diving, 





In 1981
PAOLO succedes
J.COUSTEAU as

President of the CIESMCommittee
“Penetration de l’Homme sous 

la Mer”



1986 – 2015





USTICA





MONDO SOMMERSO

IL SUBACQUEO

Outreach: a pioneer…





GRSTS: 
Red Sea, 
Galite, 

Galapagos. 
Moluccas…



The LGM (Laboratorio di Geologia Marina del CNR) of Bologna, then IGM and now ISMAR



Early days at the IGM, with Anna Maria Borsetti



RV Bannock



On-board RV Bannock with Prof Raimondo Selli, founder of IGM,  and Captain Scotto di Carlo  



Strait of Sicily, summer 1973



A caricature of Paolo 
and Piero Zucchini in 
the Strait of Sicily



A caricature of Paolo and others

Balearic Sea 1974

Cooking onboard RV Bannock



Adriatic Sea
1976-78
Progetto 

Finalizzato



Mapping Posidonia beds
around Ischia

mixing ship and SCUBA research



The Red Sea experience: Saudi Arabia 1976-78

Sharm Obhor



The ‘station’ at Sharm Obhor



Bathymetric survey in the Sharm Obhor



Tea time at Sharm Obhor



1979 - Onboard the cableship SALERNUM heading to
Zabargad island in the Red Sea



In the Red Sea offshore



Landing at Zabargad island
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Strait of Sicily 1971-80



mixing ship and SCUBA research



The Banco Graham adventure
Diving from RV Bannock, 1980



Banco Graham/Ferdinandea 1980



Maldives and more



such  was Paolo



Paolo is now diving the 
infinity of time 
together with his 
lifelong partner 
Annamaria … 

so long buddy 


