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“ADRIATIC UWTV SURVEYS and  

Pomo monitoring activity” 

MICHELA MARTINELLI (et al.)  

CNR – ISMAR Ancona 

ABSTRACT 

Since 2009, CNR – ISMAR of Ancona (Italy) and IOF of Split (Croatia) joined forces under the auspices of FAO – ADRIAMED, 

in order to apply, in the central Adriatic Sea, the UWTV methodology, which is a fishery-independent method used to estimate 

Nephrops burrow densities as an index of abundance. Except for 2011, a spring survey was carried out yearly from 2009 to 2017 

in the entire Pomo/Jabuka area. Since 2015, some protection measures were implemented in this area, which is very important not 

only for Nephrops norvegicus but also for Merluccius merluccius. The UWTV methodology is considered a standard for 

monitoring in various ICES countries and both CNR-ISMAR and IOF are nowadays part of an ICES working group dealing with 

this subject, thus ICES developments are strongly applied to the Adriatic UWTV survey procedures. During the survey, additional 

trawl hauls are carried out by means of an experimental net (at sunrise and sunset) in order to obtain demographic and biological 

data relating to the Nephrops population and to other important species. Recently a new database was developed making easier to 

perform readers' check, statistics, thresholds setups (e.g. speed, turbidity..), application of biases (e.g. edge effect, fixed bias...), 

post stratification experiments (e.g. using the new regulated areas), preparation of data for an ecosystem approach etc. 

In the framework of an agreement between MIPAAF and CNR-ISMAR for the evaluation of the management measures enforced 

in the area, since 2015 an additional autumn trawl survey is carried out with the same experimental net only in the western side of 

the Pomo Pits area. Autumn survey is aimed at evaluating also the status and the recruitment of species with defined (blue 

whiting), multiple or longer (hake and white shrimp) breeding season. Two new surveys in the area are planned for spring and 

autumn 2018. 
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