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By-catch

The DDD and the DIiD have been
designed by STM Products SrL to limit
the interactions between marine
mammals and fishing nets.

The goal is to protect both the
animal's safety and the fisheries'
prefitability. STM has developed these
products in collaboration  with
prestigious research certers,

Singe the first tests the DDD {Dolphin
Dissuasive Device) achieved great
suceess in becoming the first solution
that showed persistently positive resuits.

The DDD employment is very simple -
just hang it to the nets. The DDD activates
as it touches the water and then starts
emitting special random ultrasound
sequences. These have been studied to
interfere with the cetaceans acoustical
perception system in order to disturb the

identification of the preys in the

nets/lines. The random variation of the
signals parameters avoids the mammals
habituation, All DDD versions emit the

same ultrasound sequences, they differ |

only by the duration of the intervals.
The last evelution of the DDD is the
interactive model, DiD {Dolphin

Interactive Dissuasor). This device
produces the same modulated signals as
the DDD but only when it detects the

presence of cetaceans in the area by
© the DiD reduce mammais by-catch and
© the damage to the nets, while increasing
- the target catch.

perceiving their echolocation signals.

. This strategy improves the intetference

adding a surprise effect while it increases
the batteries life and the charge
duration.The placement of several DiD at

Royal Lankhorst Euronete Group and
the Le Brun brothers have come to an
agreement for the former to acquire
the brother's company - Group Le
Drezen in Guilvinec, France.

Le Drezen has been invoived in the
production of fishing nets, in selling
fishing hardware and wire rope for the
French market and for export, for more
than 80 years. Le Drezen is a very strong

and innovative company with a major

presence in tuna fishing markets
worldwide.
Pierre and Louis Le Brun say,“We are

aregular distance allows & chain reaction

: that protects the whale net/line.

STM says that there is scientific
evidence demonstrating the DOD and

The DBD and the DiD are to be
placed at feast 10m below the water

pleased that we could come to an
agreement with the Royal Lankhorst
Eurcnete Group for the sale of our
activities in France. Royal Lankhorst
Euronete Group is the largest European
group involved in the production of
fishing nets, We therefore are convinced
that the activities of Le Drezen wilf stay
in good hands in the future,”

The Le Brun brothers wili remain
involved in the management of the
company for another two years,

José Luis Gramaxo, president/CEO of
the Royal Lankhorst Eurcnete Group

BDD®03 and DiD°01

surface, up fo 200m depth, but not too
close to the sea bed. The signals reach
150-200m all around {depending on the
ambient conditions) and about 80m
under the device. The model, the
number of units to place and the
position with respect to the nets depend
on the type of net, the kind of fishing
operation and the mamsmal species.

says, “Many years we have tried to
penetrate the French fishing net market,
but until recently with little success.
Now, with Le Drezen, we can continue
the good work done by Pierre and Louis
Le Brun. At the same time we can
inctease Le Drezen's portfolio with our
new generation of products for fishing
appiications and alse develop new
synergies between the two groups.
Therefore we are delighted with this
acquisition and it is good to be able to
count on the brothers Le Brun to work
with us in the near future.”
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